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Writing Assignment Prompt 
 

Your task is to pose one or more mathematical problem(s) based on one of the three 
scenarios we explored in projects earlier in the year. Each individual will produce their 
own project proposal, but it is fine to be curious about the same things your peers are 
curious about.  

I expect this to take roughly 3 pages. More is OK, although you should aim to be as 
concise as possible. 2 minimum, 5 maximum. If you have tons of diagrams, you might 
go over 5.  

I'll be assessing you based on the following criteria: 

1. You successfully introduce variables and use mathematical symbols in a way that is 
gramatically correct. 

2. You successfully introduce the context of your problem in such a way that someone 
who has never attended class knows what's going on. 

3. You successfully establish your current level of understanding, in order to indicate the 
jumping off point for your further inquiry. 

4. You clearly establish the mathematical inquiry itself. The question should be well-
defined to the point that independent readers would (eventually) agree on the solution. 
An independent reader should be able to read your work and dive into the same 
analysis you are about to dive into--using the same assumptions and coming to the 
same conclusions.  

5. Your writing is well organized. I'm able to understand why each sentence is put in the 
place that you chose to put it. Generally speaking, mathematical writing is extremely 
clear: at each step of the way, you start by telling me what you are going to tell me and 
why, before you actually tell me. 

6. You have enough diagrams to communicate your ideas clearly. This could be 
anywhere between 1 and 10 depending on your inquiry and your skill with words. 

 

 

 


